CREMATION AREA CONSULTATION - OUTCOMES
Following decisions taken by the Parish Council between July and October a second round of consultation with the Crondall parishioners on the development of the Cremation area in All Saints Churchyard took place in November and early December. This involved two public meetings and a questionnaire made available to the village via the shop, the church, the parish council’s web site and the public meetings.  

The aim of the second round of consultation was to review the recommendations made originally by the Cremation Area Working Group and to confirm, or otherwise, the level of support for these.
The questionnaire asked 3 key questions which are described in summary below:
· Question 1: What preference do you have for the interment of ashes – either Option A, an interment in the ground marked by a tablet or Option B interment in the ground as now with no name on the interment site but the interment remembered by a plaque on the wall (as now)

· Question 2: If you voted for Option A what type of tablet would you prefer? a) square 12 x 12 inches, b) square 15 x 15 or c) desk style 14 x 12.
· Question 3: Irrespective of whether you opted for Option A or Option B what surface should cover the cremation area a) grass b) gravel c) stones/pebbles.
Outcomes
45 forms were returned by the closing date of 9 December.

Of these:

· One form was unsigned and therefore invalid

· One was returned with a letter saying it was too ‘impossible’ to fill in

· One was returned with no preference for Option A or Option B

Of the 42 valid forms the responses were as follows:

Question 1

· 38 voted for Option A – ashes interred in the ground and marked by a tablet

· 4 voted for Option B – ashes unmarked in the ground but remembered by a plaque on the wall

Question 2 
· Square 12 x 12 tablet: 5 supported this option

· Square 15 x 15 tablet: 17 supported this option

· Desk style 14 x 12: 11 supported this option

In addition 2 people voted for both the 15 x 15 square tablet and the desk style tablet. 4 said they had no preference.

Question 3
· Grass: 14 supported this option

· Gravel: 15 supported this option

· Stones/pebbles: 9 supported this option

In addition 3 people said they had no preference and 4 said they supported both gravel and stone

Additional comments

Parishioners were also given the opportunity to make comments on the cremation area development. Below is a sample of the comments.

· Do not mind what the surface area is. Easiest to maintain

· Would relatives like to sponsor planting a shrub (in the cremation garden)

· Please decide as soon as possible

· Most practical surface

· Gravel (surface) same as church paths

· Prefer existing system of tablets on brick wall and interment underneath. Thoroughly dislike present wooden boards

· Please get on with it if you respect the dead

· There should be a third option – offer BOTH Option A and Option B to individuals.

· Offer individuals opportunity to have a plaque on wall (but no remains interred here, interment takes place elsewhere)

· Tablets should be from a variety of stones.

Conclusion
The Working Group drew comfort from the fact that there was overwhelming support for the broad thrust of its original recommendations with the parish strongly supporting the interment of ashes in the ground and these being marked by a tablet. This option had been supported strongly at one of the public meetings by the vicar of All Saints Church. She pointed out that currently not having an identified area for an individual’s ashes was a major concern to grieving relatives.
In addition:
· There was little support – less than 10% of the returned forms - for the current system of interment.
· There was no mention of a columbarium in any of the responses.

· There was no clear preference for a particular tablet design and the Working Group was attracted to the idea that there should be a choice of style of tablet, and indeed stone –within parameters drawn up in Burial Regulations.

· No individual surface area had unanimous support but there was a preference by 24 to 14 for gravel or stone/pebbles as opposed to grass. The Working Group continues to support a gravel surface.
· The Working Group is delighted that the Parish Council is going ahead with the construction of a wall on the north side of the cremation area. It believes a suitable statement dedicated to the memory of those interred in the cremation area should be placed on the wall.

· Consideration needs to be given to relocating the existing plaques located on the green oak panels. It is possible these could be placed on the current interment spaces (A1, A2 A3 etc.) or on a separate pedestal or monument specifically designed for this purpose – if relatives of the interred do not wish to purchase a tablet and place it on an existing interment.
· The Working Group was attracted to the idea that individuals whose ashes were scattered elsewhere outside the cremation area might be remembered by a plaque placed on a suitable pedestal or monument or wall somewhere within the cremation area.  It was felt that this option should be included in revised Burial Regulations.
Finally – the Working Group repeated its original recommendation that Burial Regulations should be reviewed as a matter of priority. If asked the Working Group would be prepared to undertake this task.
Alan Behagg

Chair of Cremation Area Working Group

13th December 2011
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